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To this captain Hunt replied, by repeating his former
claim; by declaring that his orders were to keep posses-
sion ; and by once more warning the Spaniards to depart.

The next month produced more protests and more re-
plies, of which the tenour was nearly the same. The
operations of such harmless enmity having produced no
effect, were then reciprocally discontinued, and the English
were left, for a time, to enjoy the pleasures of Falkland's
island, without molestation.

This tranquillity, however, did not last long. A few
months afterwards, (June 4, 1770,) the Industry, a Spanish
frigate, commanded by an officer, whose name was Mada-
riaga, anchored in port Egmont, bound, as was said, for
port Solidad, and*reduced, by a passage from Buenos
Ayres of fifty-three days, to want of water.

Three days afterwards, four other frigates entered the
port, and a broad pendant, such as is borne by the com-
mander of a naval armament, was displayed from the In-
dustry* Captain Farmer, of the Swift frigate, who com-
manded the garrison, ordered the crew of the Swift to
come on shore, and assist in its defence; and directed
captain Maltby to bring the Favourite frigate, which he
commanded, nearer to the land. The Spaniards easily
discovering the purpose of his motion, let him know, that
if he weighed his anchor, they would fire upon his ship;
but, paying no regard to these menaces, he advanced to-
ward the shore. The Spanish fleet followed, and two shots
were fired, which fell at a distance from him. He then
sent to inquire the reason of such hostility, and was told,
that the shots were intended only as signals.

Both the English captains wrote, the next day, to Mada-
riaga, the Spanish commodore, warning him from the
island, as from a place which the English held by right of
discovery.

Madariaga, who seems to have had no desire of unne-
cessary mischief, invited them (June 9) to send an officer,
who should take a view of fiis forces, that they might be
convinced of the vanity of resistance, and do that, with-